[Aneurysm of the thoracic aorta as a cause of heart failure. Description of a case].
The Authors describe the case of a 81 year old patient admitted to their department for cardiac failure. The patient was submitted to chest x-ray, bidimensional and Doppler echocardiography and computerized tomography. These exams identified the presence of an enormous aneurysm of thoracic and abdominal aorta. Intraluminal thrombus was present. The aneurysm compressed the left atrium and obstructed diastolic filling of left ventricle. Because of the poor conditions of the patient, surgery was not taken in account.